
  AUDIO AVAILABLE ONLINE
 “A Way Forward for 

Dialogue Between Religious 
and Scientific Communities”
Dr. Elaine Howard Ecklund

Rice University

 “Worldviews of
Great Scientists”

Dr. Henry Fritz Schaefer, 
University of Georgia

 “Why Tree Frogs 
Need Believers: Christian 
Concern for the Environment”
Rev. Peter Harris, A Rocha

“Blood and Water, Beards and 
Trumpets: The Gospel in Old 
Testament Ritual”
Dr. Ryan O’Dowd
Cornell University

CONFERENCES
“Christianity and Science: 
From Conflict to Complementary”
Dr. Ted Davis, Messiah College
Graduate/Faculty Conference

Jubilee!

2011-2012 EVENTS
“The Church and Food” 
Dr. Gary Fick, Cornell University

“Secularization, Religion and 
the University’s Critics”
Dr. John Sommerville, University of Florida
Alan T. and Linda M. Beimfohr Lecture

A Conversation on Science and Faith 
Dr. Roald Hoffmann, Cornell University
Dr. Ian Hutchinson, MIT
Veritas Forum

“Can We Know the World—
and Still Love the World?”
Dr. Steven Garber,Washington Institute
Institute of Biblical Studies

INSTITUTE OF BIBLICAL STUDIES
 “A Breviary of Christian Virtue”

Dr. Cornelius Plantinga, 
Calvin Theological Seminary

 (5 lectures)

Chesterton House
118 Anabel Taylor Hall 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, NY 14853

PUBLIC LECTURES

An early Church Father once asked, 
“What hath Athens to do with 
Jerusalem?” In other words, what does
the best secular learning have to do with 
the revelation of Jesus Christ? The 
common practice of compartmentalizing 
faith suggests that the answer is 
often “not much.” 
Chesterton House, by contrast, seeks to 
promote the ancient ideal of “faith seeking 
understanding.” Through public lectures 
and our residential initiative, we seek to 
re-weave faith and learning, the church 
and the academy, the life of the mind and 
the care of the soul.
For the seventeen men who inaugurated 
our living-learning center last year, 
cooking, cleaning, conversing, eating, 
praying, and practicing hospitality 
together has been a tremendous 
experience—not always easy, but always 
rewarding. 
We are now providing the same 
opportunity for thirteen women! At our 
fall retreat, all thirty students gathered for 

food, fellowship, prayer, and a discussion of 
Andy Crouch’s Culture Making. 

Adding a second residence is a step of 
faith, as is adding staff. Barb Westin brings 
years of experience to her position as 
Undergraduate Ministries Director. Also 
joining us in part-time capacities are Gary 
Villa, Spiritual Director; James Pothen ’10, 
Undergraduate Programs Coordinator; and 
Charlie Smith, Resident Advisor. Along 
with bookkeeper Janice Merrill and me, we 
are now six!  

Having more staff enables us to increase 
the breadth and depth of our programming. 
After reading Cornelius Plantinga’s 
Engaging God’s World, for example, we 
hosted the author for dinner and 
discussion. As one student said, “these are 
the moments of which college is made.” 
These are also the moments you make 
possible through your prayers and financial 
support. Please enjoy this report of last 
year’s activity, and please support this 
year’s program with a year-end gift. 
As for Athens and Jerusalem, we tell 
students that spiritual life and school life 
need not conflict. As Plantinga puts it, 
“One way to love God is to know and love 
God’s work. Learning is therefore a 
spiritual calling: properly done, it attaches 
us to God.” 

Karl E. Johnson
Director

“The inherent limitations
to the economists’ metrics
imply a need for ethicists,
moral philosophers and
theologians to remind us
regularly of the other
metrics by which quality of
life must be judged, such
as physical and mental
health, the experience of
love, the fulfillment of
moral obligations, or the
celebration of the mystery
and beauty of God’s
creation.”
Dr. Christopher Barrett

Dear Friend of 
Chesterton House,

According to some studies, more
than half of the Christian stu-
dents who enter secular colleges
and universities lose their convic-
tions within two years. What is a
Christian student or parent to do?

Although Christian colleges are
certainly the right choice for
some students, there is a group
of us at Cornell—professors, pas-
tors, and campus ministry work-
ers—who believe that Christians
should “re-inhabit” rather than
abandon secular universities. 

Aren’t there already several campus
fellowships? What’s different about
Chesterton House, and what
purpose does it serve? 

Secular universities challenge
Christian students in unique
ways. Faith is often treated as
irrelevant to academic inquiry,
rendering it either implausible or
of only private significance.
What is needed is the integra-
tion of faith and learning. 

Chesterton House is a center for
Christian Studies committed to
the Christian worldview develop-
ment of all Christian students at
Cornell. We seek to empower

faithful Christian living by mak-
ing a Christian worldview com-
pelling and relevant within the
diverse disciplines studied at
Cornell. 

Toward this end, we provide a
variety of lectures, discussion
groups, movie nights, and other
events. We collaborate with and
provide programs for several of
the campus fellowships. We also
have a growing resource room
with the best Christian scholar-
ship available. 

As you will see from this annual
report, the extent and range of
our programming is already sub-
stantial. We have hosted
renowned Christian thinkers in
theology, economics, and poli-
tics, and hosted events dealing
with such diverse topics as
cloning, conservation, poverty,
postmodernism, terrorism, and
human dignity. 

It is an exciting time to be a
Christian at Cornell. Please take
a few minutes to read through
this report and share in our
excitement. 

Many thanks to those of you who
have joined us as supporters
toward our goal of raising
$100,000 in annual support. I
invite all of you to prayerfully con-
sider joining us as we seek to
increase quality Christian pro-
gramming, mentoring, and disci-
pleship for Cornell students today
and for generations to come. 

Sincerely,

Karl E. Johnson
Director

Cash balance at beginning of year (April 1, 2002) 2,395

Income
Gifts-Individuals 24,050
Foundations 5,000
Other 1,890

Total Income 30,940

Expense
Acquisitions 3,367
Bank Service Charges 146
Communications 311
Facility Rental 6,000
Office Supplies 81
Professional Fees 544
Program Expense 1,603
Public Relations 882
Salaries & Benefits 15,569
Uncategorized 40

Total Expense 28,543

Net Income for 2002—2003 2,396

Final Cash balance at end of year (March 30, 2003) 4,791

Annual Report 2003

Mission
Chesterton House exists to facilitate discovery of the intellectual riches
of the historic Christian faith, thereby empowering more faithful
Christian living.

2002–2003 Financial Report

Advisory Board
D. A. Carson
Research Professor of
New Testament
Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School

Dick Keyes
Director
L’Abri Fellowship
Southborough,
Massachusetts

Joe Maxwell
Editor
Reformed University Press

Richard Pratt
Chair, Old Testament
Reformed Theological
Seminary
Orlando, Florida

Randy Stair
President
PCA Foundation

Eleonore Stump
Robert J. Henle, S.J.,
Professor of Philosophy
St. Louis University

Drew Trotter
Executive Director
Center for Christian
Study
Charlottesville, Virginia 

Volunteers
A special thanks to our
wonderful volunteers
who help make the min-
istry possible: 

Barbara Drogo and
Donna Vantine:
publications 
Leigh Bacher and
Kira Moriah: database
management
Steve Sackett and 
Greg Wilson: audio
engineers 
Ray Zimmerman: 
webmeister 

Thanks to Gilbert! magazine
(www.gilbertmagazine.com) for use of
illustration.

Printed on recycled paper
12/03

For more information on Chesterton House, or to receive our quarterly e-newsletter, 
contact Karl Johnson at info@chestertonhouse.org 

www.chestertonhouse.org

Help us by 
spreading the word about

Chesterton House. Tell a friend
about Chesterton House, or

pass along to us the names of
friends, colleagues, or Cornell

alumni that would want to
know about the 

ministry. 

A Centre for Christian Studies
“daring to discuss the important and the amusing”

HouseChesterton

©2000 Jon Reis Photography

Chesterton House Director, Karl Johnson,
with some of the books purchased with
money from a recent foundation grant.

ANNUAL REPORT 2011

FILMS

The inaugural group of Chesterton House residents 
celebrating one year.

In August 2011 we started a companion residential living 
learning center for women named Sophia House. Residents 
of both houses get together several times each semester for 
retreats, dinners, discussions, and other special events.

“The year I spent living in Chesterton House was valuable beyond compare. It shaped me in many 
inexplicable ways for the better and will certainly be a large part of the memories I carry on." - Resident, 2011

RESIDENTIAL INITIATIVE

Chesterton House staff (left to right): 
Karl Johnson, James Pothen, Charlie Smith,
Barb Westin, Gary Villa, Janice Merrill.

Rev. Peter Harris (right), founder 
of A Rocha, visits with Dr. John 

Fitzpatrick, Director of Cornell's
 Lab of Ornithology.

Rev. Steve Froehlich 
discusses Woody 
Allen's Crimes and 
Misdemeanors with 
Asian American 
InterVarsity.

Neal Plantinga 
discusses his book 

Engaging God's 
World with the 

men of Chesterton 
House prior to his 

public lecture.
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FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS
“Jesus as an Engineer”
Dr. Ryan O’Dowd

“Transformation and Power: 
Reflections on Romans 14”
Justin McGeary

“The University’s Mission 
and Solomon’s Temple”
Justin McGeary

“Is Heaven Boring?”
Dr. Karl Johnson

FRIDAY CONVERSATIONS
· theology · praxis · culture · pizza 
Guests included:

Dr. Ryan O’Dowd on 
making the most of college 

Rev. Steve Froehlich on 
loving the world without 
worshipping its idols

Kelly O’Neal on vocation

David Moriah on race 

Capt. Larry Olsen on just war

Stephen Calk on business

Dr. Wayne Barnard on 
social justice 

Chris Leydard 
on sport and spirituality

Dr. Rebecca Heidkamp 
on Haiti

Dr. Ted Davis on science 
and religion

Dr. Richard Baer, Dr. Ryan 
O’Dowd, and Justin McGeary 
on NeoCalvinism

 via webconference

Ife Samuel-Adedoyin, 
a Hotel Administration 

major from Nigeria,
 served as a student 

representative
on the board.

 is to facilitate discovery of the intellectual riches of the historic
Christian faith, thereby empowering more faithful Christian living.

THANKS 
also to the organizations 

that shared expenses with us 
through co-sponsoring events:

Bethel Grove Bible Church

Coalition for Christian Outreach

Cornell United Religious Work

Graduate Christian Fellowship

Intercollegiate Studies Institute

Keeton House

New Life Presbyterian Church

Anonymous
Baer, Daniel & Joanne
Baer, Jonathan
Balentine, John & Angela
Barton, Audrey
Bauer, David
Beebout, Jason & Sarah
Billings,Trey & Elisa
Bobick, Michael
Braband, Lynn

Burkhauser, Richard & 
Ginger

Butcher, Jonathan & 
Christina

Calk, Stephen & Donna
Carrol, William
Christ Chapel (Ithaca, NY)
Dalen, Craig & Tashya
Davidson, Katherine
Devries, Leslie & Roelof
Dillon, Tim & Cindy

Droege, Paul
Dullien, Ruth Gwynne*
Edgar, William & Barbara
Ellingsworth, Richard & 

Carole
Elwood, Juanita
First Ithaca Chinese 

Christian Church 
(Ithaca, NY)

Fisher, Paul & Karen
Foster, Paul & Kathy
Gabrielson, Richard & 

Debra

Grohn, Yrjo & Kaisa
Hampton, Jennifer
Han, Isaac
Hanselman, David
Hoashi-Erhardt, Christoph 

& Wendy
Hoomans, Jessica
Horner, Richard & April
Huffmann, Mark & Mary 

Lyn
Jackson, Peter & Nancy
Johnson, Mark & Hannah 

Wittman

Johnson, Paul & Susan
Jones, David & Joyce
Kam, Ka & Grace
Kent, Robert
Kephart, Luke
Khalil, Richard
Korb, Lowell & Inez
Krauss, Tom & Andrea
Kumpf, Michael
Kussin, Allene*
Larson, Rachel*
Louis, Benjie
Love, Alan & Lolene

Matier, Michael
McGeary, John
McLemore, Clinton
Millard, Charles & Gwen
Miller, Jay & Deborah
Mohnsen, Garrette & 

Janice
Moriah, David & Deborah
Nauman, Jonathan
O'Dowd, Ryan & Amy
O'Neal, Kevin & Kelly
Olabisi, Michael
Olsen, Larry & Janet

Olson, Jeffrey & Rebecca
PCA Foundation*
Pakala, Jim & Denise
Parks, John
Patterson, Donald & 

Sandra
Peak, Carolyn*
Phillips, Clark & Sue
Phlegar, Charles & Karen
Pinckney, Steven & Sarah
Pothen, Alex & Bobbie
Pothen, James
Pullen, Esther
Richards, Brian & Colleen
Sargent, Shavonne
Schaffer, Jill
Souryal, Michael
St. Julien, Dell & Nancy
Stasior, Janine
Steele, Roger & Virginia
Stein, Peter & Jill
Stich, Whitney
Stoltzfus, Rebecca & 

Kevin Miller
Sung, Miyun

Tejada, Hilary
Tiscareno, Matt & Laura
Trotter, Drew & Marie
Tyvoll, Stan & Elizabeth
Vogel, Kathleen
Volk, Pamela
Voth, Greg & Ellen
Wang, John
Weisenfeld, John & Jolena
Welton-Lair, Walt & Lisa
Whang, John
Wilder, William & Nicolien
Wilson, Don & Dolly
Wilson, Greg & Camille
Woodnorth, Terrence
Yeary, Mark & Karen Kim

*In memory of 
Helen FroehlichHOW TO GIVE

BY PHONE
Contact Randy Stair
PCA Foundation
1-800-700-3221 

BY MAIL
Send checks to:
Chesterton House
118 Anabel Taylor Hall
Cornell University
Ithaca, NY 14853

ONLINE
Go to:
www.giving.cornell.edu/give
Designation: select “other” and 
enter “Chesterton House”
Forward email confirmation to: 
info@chestertonhouse.org

MANY THANKS to our faithful supporters. The following is a list of those providing support to Chesterton House from July 2010 through June 2011.

SUSTAINING DONORS
gifts over $1000
Ainslie, Scott & Deborah
Anible, Barb
Baer, Richard & Carol
Banker, Bob & Ruth
Barber, Fred & Alice
Barney II Foundation
Barrett, Chris & Clara
Bartel, Donald & Joanne
Bernardo, Michael & Darly
Bethel Grove Bible Church 

(Ithaca, NY)

Bilderback, Don & Becky
Brown, Kelly
Christian Union
Codrington, Garrett & Kerstin
Downs, Chris
Fay, Robert & Carol
Fick, Joe & Rachel Vreeman
Fuchs, Kent & Linda
Gehring, Roger & Claudia
Haas, William & Jeanie
Jermy, Charles Jr.
Johnson, Charles
Johnson, Mary

Kagi, Ed & Alice
Keller, Jim & Cheryl
Lenz, Virginia
Luker, Mark & Sarah
Luzerne Foundation
Neuss, Carl & Elaine
New Life Presbyterian Church 

(Ithaca, NY)
New York Presbytery
Nolan, Carol
Phillips, Tim & Brianne
Porteous, David & Becky
Psiaki, Mark & Mary

Reformed Presbyterian 
Church (Duanesburg, NY)

Rhodes, Frank & Rosa
Root, Marty & Connie
South Baton Rouge 

Presbyterian Church 
(Baton Rouge, LA)

Stauffer, Doug & Donna
Stouffer, Jim & Wanda
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

(Rye, NY)
Williamson, David & Ann
Zhu, Wei-Jing

Many students 
struggle to maintain 
faith on campus.  
Chesterton House, 
with its track record 
of solid teaching, 
not only helps them 
keep it, but to grow 
in grace and to 
spread the good 
news.  It's essential 
to have an 
organization like 
this on campus, 
which is why I am 
delighted to support 
Chesterton House.

- Carol Nolan

OUR MISSION

Dr. Richard Baer visits
with Cornell President Emeritus
Frank H.T. Rhodes at a 
Chesterton House reception.

FINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORT

2010-20112010-2011
INCOMEINCOME

Gifts 159,544
Rental Income 109,455
Other 1,047

TOTAL INCOMETOTAL INCOME 270,046

EXPENSEEXPENSE
Acquisitions 2,335
Communications 4,293
Computer 2,283
Facility 83,922
Insurance 5,291
Professional Fees 1,822
Programming & Public RelationsProgramming & Public Relations 9,132
Salaries & Benefits 129,164
Supplies & MiscellaneousSupplies & Miscellaneous 4,111
Travel 5,308

TOTAL EXPENSETOTAL EXPENSE 247,660

NET INCOMENET INCOME 22,386

http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/give
http://www.alumni.cornell.edu/give
mailto:info@chestertonhouse.org
mailto:info@chestertonhouse.org
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*In memory of 
Helen FroehlichHOW TO GIVE

BY PHONE
Contact Randy Stair
PCA Foundation
1-800-700-3221 

BY MAIL
Send checks to:
Chesterton House
118 Anabel Taylor Hall
Cornell University
Ithaca, NY 14853

ONLINE
Go to:
www.giving.cornell.edu/give
Designation: select “other” and 
enter “Chesterton House”
Forward email confirmation to: 
info@chestertonhouse.org

MANY THANKS to our faithful supporters. The following is a list of those providing support to Chesterton House from July 2010 through June 2011.

SUSTAINING DONORS
gifts over $1000
Ainslie, Scott & Deborah
Anible, Barb
Baer, Richard & Carol
Banker, Bob & Ruth
Barber, Fred & Alice
Barney II Foundation
Barrett, Chris & Clara
Bartel, Donald & Joanne
Bernardo, Michael & Darly
Bethel Grove Bible Church 

(Ithaca, NY)

Bilderback, Don & Becky
Brown, Kelly
Christian Union
Codrington, Garrett & Kerstin
Downs, Chris
Fay, Robert & Carol
Fick, Joe & Rachel Vreeman
Fuchs, Kent & Linda
Gehring, Roger & Claudia
Haas, William & Jeanie
Jermy, Charles Jr.
Johnson, Charles
Johnson, Mary

Kagi, Ed & Alice
Keller, Jim & Cheryl
Lenz, Virginia
Luker, Mark & Sarah
Luzerne Foundation
Neuss, Carl & Elaine
New Life Presbyterian Church 

(Ithaca, NY)
New York Presbytery
Nolan, Carol
Phillips, Tim & Brianne
Porteous, David & Becky
Psiaki, Mark & Mary

Reformed Presbyterian 
Church (Duanesburg, NY)

Rhodes, Frank & Rosa
Root, Marty & Connie
South Baton Rouge 

Presbyterian Church 
(Baton Rouge, LA)

Stauffer, Doug & Donna
Stouffer, Jim & Wanda
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

(Rye, NY)
Williamson, David & Ann
Zhu, Wei-Jing

Many students 
struggle to maintain 
faith on campus.  
Chesterton House, 
with its track record 
of solid teaching, 
not only helps them 
keep it, but to grow 
in grace and to 
spread the good 
news.  It's essential 
to have an 
organization like 
this on campus, 
which is why I am 
delighted to support 
Chesterton House.

- Carol Nolan

OUR MISSION

Dr. Richard Baer visits
with Cornell President Emeritus
Frank H.T. Rhodes at a 
Chesterton House reception.
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2010-20112010-2011
INCOMEINCOME

Gifts 159,544
Rental Income 109,455
Other 1,047

TOTAL INCOMETOTAL INCOME 270,046

EXPENSEEXPENSE
Acquisitions 2,335
Communications 4,293
Computer 2,283
Facility 83,922
Insurance 5,291
Professional Fees 1,822
Programming & Public RelationsProgramming & Public Relations 9,132
Salaries & Benefits 129,164
Supplies & MiscellaneousSupplies & Miscellaneous 4,111
Travel 5,308

TOTAL EXPENSETOTAL EXPENSE 247,660

NET INCOMENET INCOME 22,386
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FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS
“Jesus as an Engineer”
Dr. Ryan O’Dowd

“Transformation and Power: 
Reflections on Romans 14”
Justin McGeary

“The University’s Mission 
and Solomon’s Temple”
Justin McGeary

“Is Heaven Boring?”
Dr. Karl Johnson

FRIDAY CONVERSATIONS
· theology · praxis · culture · pizza 
Guests included:

Dr. Ryan O’Dowd on 
making the most of college 

Rev. Steve Froehlich on 
loving the world without 
worshipping its idols

Kelly O’Neal on vocation

David Moriah on race 

Capt. Larry Olsen on just war

Stephen Calk on business

Dr. Wayne Barnard on 
social justice 

Chris Leydard 
on sport and spirituality

Dr. Rebecca Heidkamp 
on Haiti

Dr. Ted Davis on science 
and religion

Dr. Richard Baer, Dr. Ryan 
O’Dowd, and Justin McGeary 
on NeoCalvinism

 via webconference

Ife Samuel-Adedoyin, 
a Hotel Administration 

major from Nigeria,
 served as a student 

representative
on the board.

 is to facilitate discovery of the intellectual riches of the historic
Christian faith, thereby empowering more faithful Christian living.

THANKS 
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Keeton House

New Life Presbyterian Church
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  AUDIO AVAILABLE ONLINE
 “A Way Forward for 

Dialogue Between Religious 
and Scientific Communities”
Dr. Elaine Howard Ecklund

Rice University

 “Worldviews of
Great Scientists”

Dr. Henry Fritz Schaefer, 
University of Georgia

 “Why Tree Frogs 
Need Believers: Christian 
Concern for the Environment”
Rev. Peter Harris, A Rocha

“Blood and Water, Beards and 
Trumpets: The Gospel in Old 
Testament Ritual”
Dr. Ryan O’Dowd
Cornell University

CONFERENCES
“Christianity and Science: 
From Conflict to Complementary”
Dr. Ted Davis, Messiah College
Graduate/Faculty Conference

Jubilee!

2011-2012 EVENTS
“The Church and Food” 
Dr. Gary Fick, Cornell University

“Secularization, Religion and 
the University’s Critics”
Dr. John Sommerville, University of Florida
Alan T. and Linda M. Beimfohr Lecture

A Conversation on Science and Faith 
Dr. Roald Hoffmann, Cornell University
Dr. Ian Hutchinson, MIT
Veritas Forum

“Can We Know the World—
and Still Love the World?”
Dr. Steven Garber,Washington Institute
Institute of Biblical Studies

INSTITUTE OF BIBLICAL STUDIES
 “A Breviary of Christian Virtue”

Dr. Cornelius Plantinga, 
Calvin Theological Seminary

 (5 lectures)

Chesterton House
118 Anabel Taylor Hall 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, NY 14853

PUBLIC LECTURES

An early Church Father once asked, 
“What hath Athens to do with 
Jerusalem?” In other words, what does
the best secular learning have to do with 
the revelation of Jesus Christ? The 
common practice of compartmentalizing 
faith suggests that the answer is 
often “not much.” 
Chesterton House, by contrast, seeks to 
promote the ancient ideal of “faith seeking 
understanding.” Through public lectures 
and our residential initiative, we seek to 
re-weave faith and learning, the church 
and the academy, the life of the mind and 
the care of the soul.
For the seventeen men who inaugurated 
our living-learning center last year, 
cooking, cleaning, conversing, eating, 
praying, and practicing hospitality 
together has been a tremendous 
experience—not always easy, but always 
rewarding. 
We are now providing the same 
opportunity for thirteen women! At our 
fall retreat, all thirty students gathered for 

food, fellowship, prayer, and a discussion of 
Andy Crouch’s Culture Making. 

Adding a second residence is a step of 
faith, as is adding staff. Barb Westin brings 
years of experience to her position as 
Undergraduate Ministries Director. Also 
joining us in part-time capacities are Gary 
Villa, Spiritual Director; James Pothen ’10, 
Undergraduate Programs Coordinator; and 
Charlie Smith, Resident Advisor. Along 
with bookkeeper Janice Merrill and me, we 
are now six!  

Having more staff enables us to increase 
the breadth and depth of our programming. 
After reading Cornelius Plantinga’s 
Engaging God’s World, for example, we 
hosted the author for dinner and 
discussion. As one student said, “these are 
the moments of which college is made.” 
These are also the moments you make 
possible through your prayers and financial 
support. Please enjoy this report of last 
year’s activity, and please support this 
year’s program with a year-end gift. 
As for Athens and Jerusalem, we tell 
students that spiritual life and school life 
need not conflict. As Plantinga puts it, 
“One way to love God is to know and love 
God’s work. Learning is therefore a 
spiritual calling: properly done, it attaches 
us to God.” 

Karl E. Johnson
Director

“The inherent limitations
to the economists’ metrics
imply a need for ethicists,
moral philosophers and
theologians to remind us
regularly of the other
metrics by which quality of
life must be judged, such
as physical and mental
health, the experience of
love, the fulfillment of
moral obligations, or the
celebration of the mystery
and beauty of God’s
creation.”
Dr. Christopher Barrett

Dear Friend of 
Chesterton House,

According to some studies, more
than half of the Christian stu-
dents who enter secular colleges
and universities lose their convic-
tions within two years. What is a
Christian student or parent to do?

Although Christian colleges are
certainly the right choice for
some students, there is a group
of us at Cornell—professors, pas-
tors, and campus ministry work-
ers—who believe that Christians
should “re-inhabit” rather than
abandon secular universities. 

Aren’t there already several campus
fellowships? What’s different about
Chesterton House, and what
purpose does it serve? 

Secular universities challenge
Christian students in unique
ways. Faith is often treated as
irrelevant to academic inquiry,
rendering it either implausible or
of only private significance.
What is needed is the integra-
tion of faith and learning. 

Chesterton House is a center for
Christian Studies committed to
the Christian worldview develop-
ment of all Christian students at
Cornell. We seek to empower

faithful Christian living by mak-
ing a Christian worldview com-
pelling and relevant within the
diverse disciplines studied at
Cornell. 

Toward this end, we provide a
variety of lectures, discussion
groups, movie nights, and other
events. We collaborate with and
provide programs for several of
the campus fellowships. We also
have a growing resource room
with the best Christian scholar-
ship available. 

As you will see from this annual
report, the extent and range of
our programming is already sub-
stantial. We have hosted
renowned Christian thinkers in
theology, economics, and poli-
tics, and hosted events dealing
with such diverse topics as
cloning, conservation, poverty,
postmodernism, terrorism, and
human dignity. 

It is an exciting time to be a
Christian at Cornell. Please take
a few minutes to read through
this report and share in our
excitement. 

Many thanks to those of you who
have joined us as supporters
toward our goal of raising
$100,000 in annual support. I
invite all of you to prayerfully con-
sider joining us as we seek to
increase quality Christian pro-
gramming, mentoring, and disci-
pleship for Cornell students today
and for generations to come. 

Sincerely,

Karl E. Johnson
Director

Cash balance at beginning of year (April 1, 2002) 2,395

Income
Gifts-Individuals 24,050
Foundations 5,000
Other 1,890

Total Income 30,940

Expense
Acquisitions 3,367
Bank Service Charges 146
Communications 311
Facility Rental 6,000
Office Supplies 81
Professional Fees 544
Program Expense 1,603
Public Relations 882
Salaries & Benefits 15,569
Uncategorized 40

Total Expense 28,543

Net Income for 2002—2003 2,396

Final Cash balance at end of year (March 30, 2003) 4,791

Annual Report 2003

Mission
Chesterton House exists to facilitate discovery of the intellectual riches
of the historic Christian faith, thereby empowering more faithful
Christian living.

2002–2003 Financial Report

Advisory Board
D. A. Carson
Research Professor of
New Testament
Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School

Dick Keyes
Director
L’Abri Fellowship
Southborough,
Massachusetts

Joe Maxwell
Editor
Reformed University Press

Richard Pratt
Chair, Old Testament
Reformed Theological
Seminary
Orlando, Florida

Randy Stair
President
PCA Foundation

Eleonore Stump
Robert J. Henle, S.J.,
Professor of Philosophy
St. Louis University

Drew Trotter
Executive Director
Center for Christian
Study
Charlottesville, Virginia 

Volunteers
A special thanks to our
wonderful volunteers
who help make the min-
istry possible: 

Barbara Drogo and
Donna Vantine:
publications 
Leigh Bacher and
Kira Moriah: database
management
Steve Sackett and 
Greg Wilson: audio
engineers 
Ray Zimmerman: 
webmeister 

Thanks to Gilbert! magazine
(www.gilbertmagazine.com) for use of
illustration.

Printed on recycled paper
12/03

For more information on Chesterton House, or to receive our quarterly e-newsletter, 
contact Karl Johnson at info@chestertonhouse.org 

www.chestertonhouse.org

Help us by 
spreading the word about

Chesterton House. Tell a friend
about Chesterton House, or

pass along to us the names of
friends, colleagues, or Cornell

alumni that would want to
know about the 

ministry. 

A Centre for Christian Studies
“daring to discuss the important and the amusing”

HouseChesterton

©2000 Jon Reis Photography

Chesterton House Director, Karl Johnson,
with some of the books purchased with
money from a recent foundation grant.

ANNUAL REPORT 2011

FILMS

The inaugural group of Chesterton House residents 
celebrating one year.

In August 2011 we started a companion residential living 
learning center for women named Sophia House. Residents 
of both houses get together several times each semester for 
retreats, dinners, discussions, and other special events.

“The year I spent living in Chesterton House was valuable beyond compare. It shaped me in many 
inexplicable ways for the better and will certainly be a large part of the memories I carry on." - Resident, 2011

RESIDENTIAL INITIATIVE

Chesterton House staff (left to right): 
Karl Johnson, James Pothen, Charlie Smith,
Barb Westin, Gary Villa, Janice Merrill.

Rev. Peter Harris (right), founder 
of A Rocha, visits with Dr. John 

Fitzpatrick, Director of Cornell's
 Lab of Ornithology.

Rev. Steve Froehlich 
discusses Woody 
Allen's Crimes and 
Misdemeanors with 
Asian American 
InterVarsity.

Neal Plantinga 
discusses his book 

Engaging God's 
World with the 

men of Chesterton 
House prior to his 

public lecture.
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